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Compliance
County Fair Operations

Management of Fair Operations

RCW 36.37.040 states in part:

The board of county commissioners may employ persons to assist in the management
of fairs or by resolution designate a nonprofit corporation as the exclusive agency to
operate and manage such fairs.

Referring to the above statute, the Attorney General has emphasized that the legislature has not
authorized the county to operate a fair jointly with any private person or group, but only to employ
persons to assist in the management of fairs or to designate a private corporation as the exclusive
agency to operate and manage such fairs.

Deposit of Funds Received by a County Fair Operation

The Attorney General has stated that all funds received by a county fair operation, such as allocated
parimutuel funds, donations, and proceeds from the operation of the fair, must be properly deposited in
the county treasury under the provisions of RCW 36.29.010 and RCW 36.29.020.

Establishment of Fund to Operate Fair

At the option of the board of county commissioners, the county fair may be operated as a department
within the general (current expense) fund or it may be operated as a separate County Fair Fund. If a
fair fund is established and borrows from the general (current expense) fund, interfund loan procedures
must be followed, except that no interest on the interfund loan needs to be charged.

Within the fund chosen for the operation of the fair, the board of county commissioners may authorize
the county auditor to provide a revolving fund to be used by the fair officials for the conduct of the
fair. The purpose of the revolving fund is to allow for immediate payment of premiums, casual labor
and the many other items needed during the period the fair is being conducted without going through
the formality of a warrant issue.

Imprest, Petty Cash and Change Funds, contains the minimum requirements for the establishment and
operation of a revolving fund. All those requirements apply except that a paid receipt or properly
executed invoice voucher will not be required for premiums or prizes disbursed. A list of premium or
prize winners, supplemented by entry records and certified by the fair board, will suffice to evidence
expenditures for this purpose.



http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.37.040
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.29.010
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.29.020
http://www.sao.wa.gov/local/BarsManual/Documents/gaap_p3_imprstpetcashcngfund.pdf

